The increased plasma Lp(a): B lipoprotein particle concentration in angina pectoris is not associated with hypofibrinolysis.
The structural homology between plasminogen and apolipoprotein (a), the specific glycoprotein of Lp(a) lipoprotein, raises the possibility of a relationship between this lipoprotein and the plasma fibrinolytic system. The present study examines this proposal by studying 66 patients with angina pectoris. As compared to normal controls, the patients had raised concentrations of Lp(a): B lipoprotein particles. No correlation was found between circulating Lp(a): B and the fibrinolytic system. The pathogenic role of Lp(a): B lipoprotein seems therefore not mediated by its effect on the plasma fibrinolytic system.